
������������	
�����
��	���
��
��
	�
�

�	�����������
�������	�����

�������������� �

BEYOND THE FOUL LINES 
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Continued on page 2  

Stafford, VA- An essential component 
of Badges for Baseball is the creation of 
community partnerships.  Organizations 
that can organize neighborhood re-
sources help push their communities 
and youth programming forward.  The 
Stafford County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Olde Forge Junction have teamed up to 
carry out a very effective Badges for 
Baseball program while successfully 
implementing the Healthy Choices, 
Healthy Children (HCHC) curriculum.  

Sergeant Randy Shaw of the Stafford 
County Sheriff’s Office and Theresie 
Houghton of Olde Forge Junction have 
made the 2009 Badges for Baseball pro-
gram an absolute success.  They are  

serving well over 100 kids and continue 
to add new ideas to enhance the pro-
gram.  

Annually Olde Forge Junction and the 
Stafford County Sheriff’s Office organ-
ize a weeklong camp for kids.  This 
camp offers an array of activities, in-
cluding baseball, softball and Quickball.  
Their goal is to bring together kids from 
different backgrounds and give them an 
opportunity to have fun and learn.  One 
of the great benefits of having the Staf-
ford County Sheriff’s Office partner 
with Olde Forge Junction is the level of 
participation of law enforcement profes-
sionals. The camp is staffed entirely by 
the Sheriff's and as a result the kids get  
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2009 Badges for Baseball programs have taken off across the country as 130 pro-
gram sites, serving over 12,000 youth, build community support and sustainability 
by involving positive adult mentors and law enforcement officers.  The Founda-
tion has received excellent feedback from participating sites as busy summer ses-
sions wind down.  

The following programmatic highlights illustrate three very different community 
organizations serving three very different communities, but all share the common 
thread of engaging youth, mentors and law enforcement in fun and exciting 
Badges for Baseball programs.  
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to know the Deputies on a deeper level creating a true 
mentor-mentee relationship.  In addition to camp, the 
staff of Old Forge Junction does an exceptional job of 
planning and teaching the HCHC curriculum throughout 
the year.  
According to Sergeant Randy Shaw of Stafford County, 
the kids are all encouraged by the mentors to participate, 
show good sportsmanship and work together. Mentors 
build memories while helping to reinforce the lessons the 
youth learn through the HCHC curriculum.  

the officers hand out flyers at community meetings and 
sign up participants at the local mall. The efforts of all 
those involved have made this year’s program a success. 
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Waterbury, CT- The Waterbury Police Activities League 
(P.A.L.) is another great example of a successful Badges 
for Baseball program.  This year they have served over 
600 kids.  Much of the program success can be contrib-
uted to the amazing efforts put forth by the program men-
tors.  The club staff, parents, police officers and other 
mentors have been involved with providing baseball, 
softball and Quickball instruction based on the teachings 
of the Healthy Choices, Healthy Children (HCHC). 

Waterbury P.A.L. has over 50 active mentors helping to 
facilitate the program.  In addition, there are an additional 
30 volunteer law enforcement mentors involved in pro-
gram activities. The mentors and law enforcement profes-
sionals provide guidance, direction, leadership and struc-
ture to the kids during their time with them.  Along with 
serving as baseball and softball coaches and facilitating 
the HCHC curriculum, mentors serve as chaperones on 
field trips.  At this year’s Memorial Day parade, the offi-
cers marched in the parade and cleaned up the local park 
areas.  This activity showed the kids that the police are 
not only around to protect, but to serve the community.  

Officers continue to help recruit program participants 
who can benefit from the structure and activities the 
Badges for Baseball program offers.  To accomplish this,  
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Tampa Bay, FL- The Boys & Girls Clubs of Tampa 
Bay is currently serving over 300 kids in the Badges for 
Baseball program.  This includes the following sites 
within the Tampa Bay area: Jackson Spring Unit, Tampa 
Heights, Belmont Unit and Plant City.  All of the sites are 
working together and collaborating which has been key 
to creating such a successful program.  

Not only does Tampa Bay serve many kids each year, 
they also have outstanding participation from law en-
forcement professionals who are involved with the pro-
gram.  To date, six officers from the Plant City Police 
Department are active in implementing the Badges for 
Baseball program.  The officers play Quickball with the 
group, teach the Healthy Choices, Healthy Children 
(HCHC) curriculum and act as mentors for the kids.  
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Tampa Bay has also built 
strong partnerships with the community.  One partnership 
in particular has been formed with the Child Abuse 
Council, of Tampa Bay. Through this partnership the two 
organizations have been able to successfully collaborate 
with baseball activities, as well as provide assistance in 
teaching the HCHC curriculum.  

De’anna Irizarry of Tampa Bay explains that the mentors 
review HCHC scorebook activities and create monthly 
calendars to show scorebook activity time, Quickball 
play time and a parent/community night.  This active par-
ticipation from the mentors truly helps to move Badges 
for Baseball forward.    
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Baseball program, including: Healthy Choices, Healthy 
Children, exposure to law enforcement, and some form 
of baseball, softball or Quickball activity.  
The evaluation will measure the change in the behavior 
of the youth we serve.  We anticipate that it will have an 
additional effect of strengthening broad community in-
volvement in the program.  It is also an initial effort to 
holistically monitor and assess the program’s effective-
ness in encouraging academic involvement, positive peer 
group associations and the avoidance of substance abuse.  
This year’s evaluation will help CRSF to:  
· Increase the impact of our programs and services;  
· Verify that what you are doing is what you think you 

are doing;   
· Produce data that can be used for public relations and 

promoting community services;  
· Create a best practices model that can be applied and 

replicated in communities nation-wide.  
This year’s evaluation will help us create a best practices 
report to share with all 2009 and 2010 implementing pro-
gram sites. Thank you to all sites participating this in the 
evaluation year for all of your hard work!  

The Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation (CRSF) funds Badges 
for Baseball programs at 106 sites in 86 cities and towns 
in 16 states across the country. It is estimated that by the 
fall of 2009, over 20,500 youth will be participating in 
the Badges for Baseball program.   Twenty percent of 
these total grant sites were chosen to take part in the 
evaluation process.  Those selected were randomly cho-
sen based on the community setting (urban/rural), juve-
nile arrest rate, the number of males and females, and 
percentage of youth eligible for free or reduced lunch.  

These 27 Badges for Baseball program sites have been 
asked to administer and collect a minimum of 100 youth 
survey packets.  Each packet will consist of three sur-
veys, to be completed by that youth’s parents, local law 
enforcement and other mentor, volunteer, teacher or 
adult who has regular contact with the child.  In order for 
a child to be a part of the evaluation survey process they 
must have completed all components of the Badges for   
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 The Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation recently con-
cluded its fourth Summer Camp Experience of 2009.  
Camps this year have had a lasting impact on 520 youth 
from around the country. From Maui to Mississippi and 
Louisville to Laredo, youth traveled from all corners of 
the country to participate in the Foundation Summer 
Camp.  Youth participating in Badges for Baseball were 
invited to participate in five-day camp events to highlight 
and reinforce key character education messages.   
           Participants enjoyed special presentations from a 
variety of organizations highlighted by an incredible 
weeklong effort by the U.S. Marshals Service.  A true 
team effort, the US Marshals wowed the crowd with  

special presentations on the various roles that U.S. Mar-
shals play.  The group served as coaches, mentors, and   

teammates throughout the week while stressing the  

importance of avoiding the dangers of gangs.  In addition 

to daily interaction with the 
U.S. Marshals Service, youth 
also participated in nightly 
activities with CRSF staff and 
partners.  Activities included 
character development games, 
evening discussions to help the 
kids reflect on the day’s activi-
ties, and leadership hikes to 
engage the kids in teamwork, 
discipline and leadership prac-
tices.    

 Thanks to the hard 
work of many partner organi-
zations, staff, and law enforce-
ment agencies, the 2009 Cal 
Ripken, Sr. Foundation Camp 
season was a fun-filled, memo-
rable experience! 
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Campers at Cal, Sr.’s Yard learn the proper 
baseball grip 
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Atlanta After-School All Stars enjoy nightly 
character development activities at camp 

Clinic participants in Lowell, MA, spent a 
fun-filled day honing their baseball skills  


